
                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                            
 
 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians:  

 
As our seasons seem to have quickly changed, our staff and students are looking ahead to wrapping up the first quarter 

with your children.    

TMS Building Goal  

Every year the teachers and staff at TMS choose a building goal that we will focus our attention and time.  This year is no 

different. After looking over data from multiple sources, it became very apparent that our students need to build their 

proficiency in informational text comprehension and number and operations. This year’s goal is to increase our 

proficient/advanced scores by 17% in ELA and 27% in Math. This is a lofty goal, but one we dedicate ourselves to 

ensuring happening along with your help.   

  

The amount of time our children spend reading and talking about what they have read is a significant indicator of their 

academic and future success.  Please continue to do all you can to encourage, provide, and model how important it is to 

read.  It doesn’t matter if it’s a book, magazine, or online blog.  Find your child’s interest and let them explore.  It’s the 

same for math. Math can be scary for students and parents alike. Number and operations are the basic mathematical skills 

that are foundational for all other areas of math. This includes basic math facts, place value of numbers, rounding 

numbers, decimals, multiplication, and division, and using mental math. Any time you can encourage your student to 

practice these skills will help ensure their overall success in math.   

  

Speaking of seasons changing, we are excited to continue a TMS tradition…leaf raking! As in past years, students will 

sign up for a specific night to spend with me going around the neighborhood providing leaf pick up.  Our leaf raking event 

will take place on November 3rd from 3:30-5:00 pm. Students will need to provide their own rakes.    

  

We ask for your ongoing support when it comes to how we can assist you and your children.  When your child needs to 

miss school for an appointment, vacation, or other reasons, the earlier you can provide us with this information the better 

prepared you and your child will be.  We greatly appreciate your advance planning for our staff and ultimately your 

child.   

  

Don’t forget our Veterans’ Day celebration is on November 11th beginning at 8:15am.  If you plan to attend and have not 

yet RSVP’d, please contact me for our planning at 374-7883 or amylangner@tomah.education.  This is always a great 

event, and it’s our guests who always make it special.    

  

Thank you for all the support you have provided your child thus far this school year.  We hope the school year is a great 

experience for them.  If you ever have a question regarding your child’s success at TMS, please do not hesitate to contact 

your child’s teacher or our offices so we can assist.  

 
Sincerely,                                            

    
Amy Langner, Principal  608-374-7883 

Amy King, Assistant Principal   608-374-7884 

Jared Sasada, Dean of Students  608-374-7927          
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Veterans Day Celebration  

TMS Gymnasium 

Friday, November 11, 2022 

8:15-9:30 a.m.   

 

We would like to invite all parents and community members, 

especially those who have served or are serving in the 

military to join us.  We encourage you to attend in uniform if 

possible.  We will have a short program followed by 

refreshments in the cafeteria.  In order for us to plan, please 

RSVP to Amy Langner by emailing 

amylangner@tomah.education or phone 608-374-7883.   

 

                     
 

If you have digital pictures of military family members you 

still have time to send them to Vickie Horman at  

vickiehorman@tomah.education.  She will also need to 

know the name of the veteran, branch of service (Army, 

Navy, Air Force, Marines, or Coast Guard), and the 

relationship to your child (parent, sibling, grandparent, aunt, 

uncle, etc.).  She can also take picture prints.  Please be sure 

to have your child’s name and grade on the envelopes of any 

pictures you send. Please send them to Vickie no later than 

Friday, November 4th.   
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NEWS FROM THE TEAMS 

Northstars (Team 6-1) Mrs. Harkner  

It’s hard to believe the 1st quarter is coming to an end already.    
We are working on increasing student ownership of academic progress, so we would also greatly appreciate 

your help in reminding your child if they have been absent, they should check Schoology and initiate contact 

with the teachers about assignments that need to be made up.  In addition, we also have students who are not 

completing assignments, so asking your child about assignments in Infinite Campus that you see are a zero, 

incomplete or missing are also steps to increasing their ownership.  
We are also working to increase student learning by addressing appropriate classroom behaviors.  Students 

should take ownership in making choices that give themselves and others the best environment to 

learn.  Students can demonstrate this by speaking respectfully to peers and adults, refraining from blurting out, 

curbing excessive talking to others around them, accepting a redirection with grace, and keeping hands to 

themselves and off other’s property.  
Please keep checking your child’s online information.  If you have questions, please speak with your child first.  

If you still have questions, please contact the teacher.  

 

Sky-High Learners (Team 6-2) Mrs. Rabe    

November—Wow! The year is continuing to go quickly. The quarter will end November 4th, and we are happy 

to see that most students have adjusted well to the Middle School. We are also very happy with the students 

who have learned to come to class prepared with materials. Thanks to all who came to conferences. Remember, 

if you would like to speak to us as a team, please call 374-7922 to set up a time. 

The topics for November include: 

English/Language Arts--Starting Personal Narratives. 

Math—Surface area and algebraic expressions 

Science—Solar System 

Social Studies—Civil War and Reconstruction 

 

Leading the Pack!  (Team 7-1)  Mr. Rushlow 

ELA:  Students are learning about plot elements. We will then be learning what goes into writing realistic 

fiction. 

Science:  We are following the steps of PHEOC and constructing and testing rockets.  

Math: We will be finishing up proportional relationships and start adding and subtracting rational numbers. 

Social Studies:  Students are analyzing and understanding population patterns from all over the world.   

 

The 72’ers (Team 7-2) Mr. Ewers  

October sure flew by and here we are already into November!!  Below is what your child will be experiencing 

this month.  

Science:  Students will be learning about Newton’s Laws of Motion, Friction, Force and Motion.  Your child 

will have many hands-on learning opportunities this month.   

Math 7: We will be transitioning from exploring and investigating proportional relationships and circles to 

numbers and operations.  Students will be starting to add and subtract positive and negative rational numbers. 

Some ways to connect math into your home: cook/bake with your child, grocery shopping and comparing costs 

of different brands, working with your child to calculate gratuity or tax, practice math fact fluency, etc.  

Math 8: During the first couple months of school, your student learned about congruency and similarity of 

figures that have undergone a transformation (translation, reflection, rotation, and dilation). As we close out our 

geometric units, we will transition into working with linear equations.   

Language Arts: After reading a couple different short stories, students were able to identify and plot each of 

the plot elements for a fiction story.  Students will now begin to mirror their reading skills into writing a 

realistic fiction narrative following the plot diagram, using sensory language, and building their skills as a 

writer.   



Social Studies:  Students will be exploring culture and the elements of culture. Cultural differences in various 

parts of the world will be stressed and studied in detail. A short unit on the Holocaust will be conducted as well 

as a short research project on the Holocaust and the ties to different cultures. To conclude the unit on culture, a 

project comparing European cultures and Asian cultures will be completed.    

As always, please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns.  We enjoyed seeing so many of you at 

conferences this past month.  Please email steveewers@tomah.education or call 608-374-7938 should you wish  

to contact our team.   
 

The Rockin’ Roosters (Team 8-1) Mrs. Hruska   

November brings the end of 1st quarter, Veterans’ Day, and lots of interesting topics in our core classes.  First 

of all, THANK YOU to our Veterans!    

November 13th kicks off National Education Week.  We are here to serve the children of our community all year 

long, but this week we showcase education.  What an honor to work with your kids!   

Coming up this month in 8-1 core classes:   

ELA:  We’ll be honing our narrative writing skills.   

Math – Math 8:  We are beginning to explore angle relationships when parallel lines are cut by a transversal. 

From there, we are going to study angle relationships in triangles.   

Algebra 1: We just finished our first unit on equations and inequalities and have already learned SO much.  Our 

next unit is all about slope. We will learn about the slope-intercept form of a line as well as point-slope.  

Social Studies:  Our social studies classes will be studying the history of Europe in November.   

Science - We will be starting our unit on Newton’s three laws of motion.    

If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, please feel free to call, email or set up an 

appointment to meet with us.  We meet daily from 2:25-2:55 if you’d like to touch base with all of us.    

 
The Survivors (Team 8-2) Mr. Rick                                                                                  

Thank you again for a strong start to this school year.   

ELA:  Students have begun doing book clubs and will continue this.  They are reading their books and having 

lots of discussions and interactions.   

Math:  Students are describing angle relationship and using that to find missing angles.  They will also be 

finding angles amongst triangles.   

Algebra:  We are working on slope and intercepts.   

Science:  Students will continue working on Physics going forward.   

Social Studies:  We are learning about European history.  We will focus on Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome 

while looking at the history and culture.  With 1st quarter ending, please check your student’s grades if you 

have access to Infinite Campus.  We are seeing some students slipping when it comes to grades and schoolwork. 

Please check your student’s supplies and remind them to dress warmer as our temperatures change.  If you have 

any questions, please reach out to us.   
 

Attendance Procedures  

State law limits the number of days a student can be absent from school.  

Please be sure to contact school staff when your child will not be attending: 

Phone:  608-374-7881 (Any time of day you can leave a message.) 

Vacations:  Pre-excused absences need to be set up in advance 

Appointments:  Medical notes are requested from providers. 
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Counselors’ Corner 
 
 

We welcome Mr. Kent Vang, Counselor, to our school.   

 

Mrs. King will have students A- K and Mr. Vang will have students L-Z.   

 

Bully Prevention:  We have been talking to our students about being friends and classmates as well as being an 

upstander vs. a bystander.   

 

Tito’s Table – Formerly Spirit of Giving: 

Over the past years our holiday Spirit of Giving brought joy to our students and their families in need through 

gifts purchased.  This year our goal is to provide at least 60 district families with a winter meal during holiday  

break.  Any donation you can provide would be greatly appreciated.     

 

We are in need of the following items: 

• Canned goods: Green beans, carrots, corn, sweet potatoes, cream of chicken soup, cream of mushroom 

soup, gravy, cranberry sauce, canned fruit, and diced tomatoes 

• Boxed goods: Macaroni and cheese, potatoes, brownies, mashed potatoes, stuffing mix, past, boxed 

meals, and rice meals  

• Dairy Products:  Milk, butter, eggs (please sign up for these items.) 

• Miscellaneous: Coffee, creamer, frosting, juice  

• Cash or check donations:  Please make checks payable to TMS.  Any monetary donations will be used 

to purchase hams, turkeys and additional items needed.    

 

• Additional miscellaneous items for families in need:   Board games/card games (for family game 

night) new blankets, gloves and winter hats  

 

Donations can be mailed to:   

Tomah Middle School  

Attn: Counseling Office  

612 Hollister Ave  

Tomah, WI 54660  

Please list “Titos Table” on the memo line.  

 

Donations can also be dropped off at the Tomah Middle School counseling office from 7:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m. 

when school is in session.  We would appreciate your donation on or before Friday, December 9th.  If you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact us at 374-7887.  

 

Thank you for any assistance you can provide.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOVEMBER 2022 EVENTS   
 

Note:  Please verify dates and times for sporting events on the website as they are subject to change.   

 

Tuesday, November 1    Advanced Jazz Band Full Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

 

Wednesday, November 2   Advanced Jazz Band Drum set Sectional Rehearsal 7:00-7:35 a.m.  

      Show Choir Rehearsal  3:30-5:00 p.m.   

 

Thursday, November 3   End of 1st quarter – End of 4 ½ week classes  

     Advanced Jazz Band Low Brass Sectional Rehearsal 7:00-7:35 a.m.  

     8th grade Boys’ Basketball vs. Onalaska @Eagle Bluff Elem  4:00 p.m.   

     7th grade Boys’ Basketball vs. Onalaska @Ona Middle School  4:00 p.m.     

 

Friday, November 4    NO SCHOOL – Grading/Collaboration Day  
      Show Choir Kids Clinic Begins 7:45 a.m. 

       Concert 3:00-4:00 p.m.  

Sunday, November 6              Daylight Savings Time Ends – Set clock back one hour                                                       

 

Monday, November 7    Begin 4 ½ week classes  

 

Tuesday, November 8    Advanced Jazz Band Full Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.  

      Wrestling Quad @Sparta Meadowview   4:30 p.m.   

      8th grade Boys’ Basketball vs. Winona  - TMS  4:45 p.m.  

      7th grade Boys’ Basketball vs. Winona – La Grange  4:45 p.m.   

 

Wednesday, November 9   Advanced Jazz Band Drum set Sectional Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

 

Thursday, November 10  Advanced Jazz Band Saxophone Sectional Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m. 

      8th grade Boys’ Basketball @Lincoln Middle  4:15 p.m.   

      7th grade Boys’ Basketball @Lincoln Middle  4:15 p.m.   

 

Friday, November 11    We honor our Veterans -   

      Veterans’ Day Program – TMS  8:15-9:30 a.m.   

      8th grade WEB Leaders meet in the LMC during TWT  

 

Saturday, November 12   Wrestling Invitational @Baraboo High School  9:15 a.m.   

       

Monday, November 14   Art Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      6th-8th Gymnastics Player-Parent Meeting – Rec Park  6:00 p.m.   

 

Tuesday, November 15   Advanced Jazz Band Full Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      8th grade Boys’ Basketball vs. Longfellow – TMS  4:30 p.m.  

      7th grade Boys’ Basketball vs. Longfellow – La Grange  4:30 p.m.  

      Wrestling Triangular @West Salem Middle  4:30 p.m.    
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Wednesday, November 16   8th grade WEB Leaders meet with 6th grade groups during TWT.  

      Advanced Jazz Band Drum set Sectional Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Art Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.         

      Show Choir Rehearsal  3:30-5:00 p.m.    

 

Thursday, November 17   Advanced Jazz Band Trumpet Sectional Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Student Council Meeting  Room 218 3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      8th grade Boys’ Basketball @West Salem Middle  4:15 p.m.   

      7th grade Boys’ Basketball @West Salem Elem.  4:15 p.m.   

 

Friday, November 18   

 

Monday, November 21   Wrestling Quad @Logan Middle   4:30 p.m.   

 

Tuesday, November 22   Advanced Jazz Band Full Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.    

      8th grade Boys’ Basketball vs. G-E-T  - TMS  4:30 p.m.  

      7th grade Boys’ Basketball vs. G-E-T  - La Grange  4:30 p.m.   

 

Wednesday, November 23 –   No School – HAPPY THANKSGIVING  

  Friday, November 25       Holiday Parade – 7:00 p.m.                               

                                                                                              

Monday, November 28   Art Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      6th – 8th Gymnastics Practice Begins – Rec Park  6:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, November 29   Advanced Jazz Band Full Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      8th grade Boys’ Basketball vs. Aquinas – TMS  4:30 p.m.    

      7th grade Boys’ Basketball vs. Aquinas – La Grange  4:30 p.m.   

      Wrestling @Holmen High School  4:30 p.m.   

 

Wednesday, November 30    Advanced Jazz Band Drum set Sectional Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

Art Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.  

                 Show Choir Rehearsal  3:30-5:00 p.m.  
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