
                                                                                                                     
   

 

  

 

 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 

It is hard to believe that we are almost halfway through the 2022-2023 school year.  As we look ahead, we are excited to 

see the many gains our students will make in their learning. I encourage you to review the achievements and strides your 

child has made from the first semester and set goals with them to finish the school year strong.   
  
Speaking of goals, the TMS staff continues to work on our yearly goal of increasing proficiency in the areas of math and 

reading. Teachers have been sharing strategies and activities they are using to encourage growth and achievement in these 

two areas. Many teams are taking time to ensure that students understand the basics of grammar, number sense, and test 

taking skills as we have seen this is an area of need. Reading and math are being integrated into every subject as well, so 

do not be surprised when you child comes home with a writing assignment from Social Studies or Science. The beauty of 

incorporating these strategies is that we have already witnessed growth in our students, and we are excited to see how they 

do in our mid-year iReady assessment.  The mid-year assessment is important and will give us an accurate snapshot of 

your child’s strengths and areas of growth within our curriculum. This snapshot allows us to put your child on a pathway 

that will stretch their abilities and grow them toward even greater academic success. Our mid-year assessment window 

is January 2nd -January 20th. We ask that you encourage your student to do their very best.  

 

 
We are happy to announce that our After-School Homework Help (ASHH) program will be starting after winter break.  

ASHH will be available Monday through Thursday from 3:30-5:00 pm in room 325. Students can leave early or stay until 

5:00 pm. This program allows for teachers to determine what students need more time to work on assignments with the 

assistance of a TMS staff member. Students will be chosen by a teacher who will then contact you for your permission for 

your child to attend and to set up a pickup plan. Parents cannot choose for their child to come to ASHH. If you feel your 

student would benefit from ASHH, please reach out to one of your child’s teachers to discuss.   
  
Over the last two months, our staff has spent time looking at our district’s mission and what it should look like at TMS. 

The district mission is “High Quality Student Learning: Every Child, Every Day”, and we rededicated ourselves to that 

mission. Our next steps are to create a vision of what we want TMS to become centered on ensuring high quality learning 

for every student. Look for more information to come on the TMS vision.   

 

Thank you for all the support you have provided your child thus far in the school year. If you ever have any questions 

regarding your child’s success at TMS, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or our offices so we can 

assist.  
  
From all of us at TMS, we hope your holidays are relaxing and peaceful for you and your family and filled with laughter 

and joy.  

 

Sincerely,                                            

                  
Amy Langner -Principal  608-374-7883 

Amy King – Assistant Principal   608-374-7884 

Jared Sasada – Dean of Students  608-374-7927                                             

January 2023 Newsletter 

  

 

 



       

 NEWS FROM THE TEAMS 
Northstars (Team 6-1) Mrs. Harkner    

We understand that students must be absent for a variety of reasons.  If possible, if your child is absent (even for 

one day), please have your student look at Schoology.  The folder for that day should contain information about 

what the rest of the class did.  It may also contain a copy of the assignment.  If a parent requests homework 

because of an extended absence, we will do our best to collect the work and get it to the main 

office.  Sometimes due to individual circumstances, we may not always be able to do that on the day requested 

so please allow an extra day.  We are very willing to gather a student’s work if time allows, but please be sure 

your child then completes the assignments that were sent home.  
Secondly, if your child needs to contact a teacher, the best way is via email, not Schoology. Please have your 

child use the teacher’s name @tomah.education as the email address.  An example would be 

kimberlyharkner@tomah.education.    
Lastly, as we work through the second quarter and begin the third, please check with your child about grades 

and supplies. At this point in the year, each 6th grader should know how to check their grades.  Have your child 

log into their Infinite Campus account on their device and ask them to show you their gradebook and the details.   

It will show each assignment that has been graded or is missing.  If the gradebook shows a zero, it is likely that 

the student may have not turned it in yet; please ask them.  If they say they have turned it in, send them back to 

us with the instructions to talk to us about it and get a note from us informing you of the status.   

Students need a working pair of earbuds for many of the tasks they are asked to do at school.  We are also 

noticing that many students are running low on pencils.  
  

Sky-High Learners (Team 6-2) Mrs. Rabe 

Can you figure out from the hints in the paragraph what your child is doing in each of their classes? 

As the cold winds blow, we are snuggling up finishing our personal narrative and then starting our nonfiction 

reading unit. We hope the arctic temperatures give us courage to tackle exponents which lead us to work with 

least common multiple and greatest common factors. With the moon shining on the snowy landscape, we will 

focus on working hard to complete our assignments. While playing in the snow, we can develop our knowledge 

of the weather and plate tectonics. Even though this is the coldest part of the year, we will study the changing 

ways of life in the U.S. Keep a positive attitude and enjoy the winter weather. 

 

Leading the Pack!  (Team 7-1)  Mr. Manke  

Science: Students will be looking at metabolic reactions and how cells, tissues, organs, and organ systems all 

work together to make our bodies function.  

Social Studies: We will be studying European and Asian geography 

ELA: Students have been learning about different ways to write about fiction and the different structures of 

informational texts.  

Math: We are finishing up adding and subtracting negative numbers. We will then be focusing on multiplying 

and dividing negative numbers. 

 

The 72’ers (Team 7-2) Mr. Ewers   

Happy New Year from team 7-2!  

Science:  We will be exploring cellular processes and gaining a strong understanding of the interdependency of 

cell organelles and the role of the sun in our survival.  I encourage you to ask our child in mid-January how 

sunlight is converted into a fuel our body can use to make proteins based on our genetic information.      

Social Studies:  Students will be completing a short unit on the cultures and physical features of Europe. We 

will briefly compare European cultures to those in the United States. After Europe is completed, we will do a 

more in-depth project on a country in Asia. This will include a detailed analysis of this country’s culture and the 

people there. By early to mid-January, your 7th grader should have an Asian country selected; so please ask them 

about their country.   
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Math 7:  Students are working with rational operations. They have been working on adding positive and 

negative fractions and decimals, and will continue moving through subtraction, multiplication, and division. 

Your student can benefit from support at home by practicing working with fractions.   

Math 8:  We began working with linear equations. This work consists of understanding the components of each 

equation form, graphing equations, and then using equations and linear graphs in order to solve for missing 

information.   

ELA:  Students will continue their “Writing about Reading” unit. Students will be transitioning from reading 

fiction to reading a variety of non-fiction texts. Students will be reviewing and learning new text structures to 

help organize important details to find and support the central idea of the text. We have just completed writing 

inquiry-based questions for fiction text and will now be creating inquiry-based questions for non-text. Students 

will be able to analyze the text to answer and provide quality evidence for their inquiry-based questions and will 

end the unit with choosing a text structure and text to analyze.   

 

The Rockin’Roosters (Team 8-1) Mrs. Hruska  

After the hustle and bustle of the holidays, the New Year will bring a time to set goals and refocus.  January  

also brings the final push of 1st semester, which ends on January 20th.  It is important that students are getting in 

their missing work and taking care of test retakes if necessary.  You can help your son or daughter be successful 

in school by checking their grades on Infinite Campus on a regular basis and communicating with your child 

about their progress.    

Topics for this month:  

Science:  Simple Machines and Self Powered Cars  

Social Studies:  Medieval History into WWI and WWII era  

ELA:  Research and writing argument essays  
Math:  Finishing up linear equations and moving into systems of equations.   
Whenever questions arise, please don’t hesitate to contact any of the team teachers.   

 

The Survivors (Team 8-2) Mr. Rick  

When we come back from break, we urge parents to check their child's grades as the quarter will be ending in a 

few weeks.  As a reminder, we expect students to bring a pencil, a book, all necessary materials, and their 

chromebooks fully charged to all their classes.  There have been many issues of students not charging their 

chromebooks at home.   

Science:  Students will begin working on their self-powered cars.    It will conclude their physics unit and start 

their chemistry unit.  

ELA:  Students will be working on research skills to help get prepared for an argumentative essay.   

Math:  The focus will be on solving equations with one variable.   

Algebra:  Students will be solving systems of equations.  

Social Studies:  We will be finishing our Ancient Rome topic and start our Middle Ages topic.   

 

The 8th grade will be going on their ski trip near the end of January so please check emails for future 

information.  

 

During this time of the year, there is a greater need than ever for boxes of tissues.  We would greatly 

appreciate any donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Counselors’ Corner 
January 2023 

 
Thank you so much for your support of our Tito’s table (Spirit of Giving) project.  We were 

glad we could  share holiday joy with many students in our building.   

 

Social Media Tips for Middle Schoolers  

 

1. Digital Footprint - Your online interactions are permanent.  Your future employers, 

friends and family can see what you post. 

2. Be Authentic - Be engaging but be yourself.    

3. Use appropriate content - Vulgar, bullying, or explicit content is not appropriate.  

4. Protect yourself - Your online activity should mirror your personality or how you want to 

be perceived. Post material that reflects you truthfully and in a positive manner.  

5. Positive connections - Use Social media to connect with friends and family.   

6. Highlight YOU - Showcase your skills. 

7. Be conscious of YOU.  Do not post things you do not want your mom or grandma to see.  

8. Words can Wound.  Say No to Cyberbullying.  Cyberbullying can happen across all 

platforms. Many times, our words can be misconstrued.   

 

Second Step Lessons 

 

These lessons are on Mondays during Timberwolf Time.  Ask your students to share 

what they are learning. It is different depending on grade level.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JANUARY 2023 EVENTS   
 

Sunday, January 1    HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

 

Monday, January 2    School Resumes  
      8th grade Girls’ Basketball Practice begins – TMS  3:30 p.m.  

      7th grade Girls’ Basketball Practice begins – La Grange  3:30 p.m.   

 

Tuesday, January 3    Advanced Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.    

      Science Olympiad  3:30-4:30 p.m.     

 

Wednesday, January 4   Beginning Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Show Choir Rehearsal  3:30-4:45 p.m.   

 

Thursday, January 5   Advanced Jazz Low Brass Sectional Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Science Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

 

Friday, January 6 

 

Monday, January 9    Art Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      Gymnastics Dual vs. Marshfield  - Tomah Rec Bldg.  5:30 p.m.   

 

Tuesday, January 10    Advanced Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Science Olympiad  3:30-4:30 p.m.    

 

Wednesday, January 11   Beginning Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

Art Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

Show Choir Rehearsal  3:30-4:45 p.m.   

 

Thursday, January 12   Advanced Jazz Saxophone Sectional Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Science Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      8th grade Girls’ Basketball @Winona  4:45 p.m.  

      7th grade Girls’ Basketball @Winona  4:45 p.m.   

           Dismissal both teams at 2:55 p.m.       

 

Friday, January 13    8th grade WEB Leaders meet in LMC during TWT 

 

Saturday, January 14    Show Choir Spaghetti Dinner – THS    

 

Monday, January 16    No School – Martin Luther King Day  

 

Tuesday, January 17    Advanced Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Science Olympiad  3:30-4:30 p.m.    

      8th grade Girls’ Basketball @Lincoln  4:30 p.m.  

      7th grade Girls’ Basketball @Lincoln  4:30 p.m.   

           Dismissal both teams at 3:00 p.m.   

 

Wednesday, January 18   Beginning Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

8th grade WEB Leaders meet with 6th grade groups during TWT 

Show Choir Rehearsal  3:30-4:45 p.m.   

 

 

 

 



Thursday, January 19     Advanced Jazz Trumpet Sectional Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Science Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      Student Council Meeting  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      8th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. Sparta – TMS  4:00 p.m.  

      7th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. Sparta – La Grange  4:00 p.m.   

    

Friday, January 20     End of 2nd quarter/End of 1st semester  

      End of 4 ½ week classes  

 

Monday, January 23    No School – Grading/Collaboration Day 

 

Tuesday, January 24    Begin 4 ½ week classes  

      Advanced Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Science Olympiad  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

     8th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. Onalaska  @Eagle Bluff Elem  4:30 p.m.    

     7th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. Onalaska @Onalaska Middle  4:30 p.m.   

           Dismissal both teams at 3:00 p.m.   

 

Wednesday, January 25   Beginning Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

Art Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

Show Choir Rehearsal  3:30-4:45 p.m.   

 

Thursday, January 26                     Advanced Jazz Low Brass Sectional Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Science Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      8th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. Longfellow - TMS  4:30 p.m. 

      7th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. Longfellow – La Grange  4:30 p.m.   

 

 

Friday, January 27 

 

Monday, January 30 

 

Tuesday, January 31    Advanced Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Science Olympiad  3:30-4:30 p.m.    

      8th grade Girls’ Basketball @G-E-T  4:45 p.m.  

      7th grade Girls’ Basketball @Ettrick Elem  4:45 p.m.   

           Dismissal both teams at 3:00 p.m.     
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