
                                                                                                                  
                                                                         
 
  
 

 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

While our winter weather has made an interesting start to the second semester, we hope the semester has started 

well for your child.  It’s hard to believe the year is half over, and we are already looking ahead to the beginning of 

plans for next year.  As with the first half, our second half of the year looks to bring great experiences and 

opportunities for your child.  I encourage you to review the achievements of your child from the first semester and 

set goals for them to strive for in the second semester.  
 

 

 

 

Updates:  

Building Goal: 

After winter break, our students checked their progress by taking their winter iReady assessments in ELA and 

Math. Our building goal centers on increasing our scores on these assessments. We are happy to announce that our 

students are continuing to show wonderful improvement.  Students have increased their Math scores by an average 

of nine points and in ELA by seven points.  We are well on track to meet our goal by the end of the school year,   

Homework Help: We continue to have After School Homework Help Monday-Thursday from 3:30 pm-5:30 pm. 

Students must have a teacher sign them up for this. If you believe your student would benefit from homework help, 

please contact your child’s teacher to get them on the list. 

Kleenex: We have seen a dramatic increase in the amount of Kleenex used here at TMS during this year’s cold 

and flu season.  Please consider donating Kleenex boxes to the school. You can drop them off in the main office. 

Door Dash/Fast Food Deliveries:  We will no longer accept Door Dash or fast-food deliveries for our students.  

Thank you for understanding.   

 

Thank you for all the support you have provided your child through the first half of the year.  We look forward to 

your ongoing support as we move forward.  If you ever have a question regarding your child’s success at TMS, 

please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or our offices so we can assist. 

 
Sincerely,  

  
Amy Langner – Principal  608-374-7883 

Amy King – Assistant Principal  608-374-7884 

Jared Sasada – Dean of Students 608-374-7927  

 

February 2023 Newsletter 

  
 

EWS 

Figure 1 Our FFA Quiz Bowl Team took 2nd place this 
month and are on their way to sectionals! Figure 1 TMS had 18 students represent at 

the UW-Eau Claire Middle School Honors 
Band Festival.  

Figure 2 Our Chess team took 2nd place at a 
tournament this month. 



                                 

NEWS FROM THE TEAMS 

Northstars (Team 6-1) Mrs. Harkner  

We are halfway through the school year already.  The kids are transforming into true middle schoolers and 

working to figure out all their responsibilities.  Student responsibilities include making sure that Chromebooks 

come to school fully charged.  Many classrooms do not have enough plug ins for in-class 

charging.  Responsibilities also  include managing class assignments.  If a student uses all the work time provided 

in class and the work isn’t yet done, that work needs to be taken home to be finished.  There are a few ways 

parents can help their kids manage the responsibilities.  One way to help your child is to regularly check their 

grades.  If an assignment is missing and your child says that they have turned it in, please send a note asking if the 

assignment has been turned in.  We may not have all assignments graded, but we will gladly sign the note if the 

assignment is turned in.  When kids are scrambling to turn in late work, the quality of the work often 

lacking. Another way to help your child navigate 6th grade is to encourage them to approach the teacher about 

work they may have missed because of an absence.  Kids are still figuring out that if they are gone, there will be 

work they need to do and that it will have to be done at home.  Many of our kids are not asking about what they 

have missed because of an absence and they are not making the work up. Also, please be sure your child has the 

necessary supplies for school.  Pencils make a great Valentine’s gift for your students.   

 

Information will be sent home soon about the 6th grade Eagle Bluff trip.  This is a very involved trip as it lasts 3 

days.  The trip is scheduled for April 3-5, 2023.  Student cost is $130.00; however, there will be fundraising  

opportunities.  We are also looking for chaperones.  If you are interested, please email me at 

kimberlyharkner@tomah.education 

 

Sky-High Learners (Team 6-2) Mrs. Rabe 

We made it through the first half of the school year.  We continue to enjoy watching your child mature both 

mentally and physically as they progress through sixth grade.  As we anxiously await the arrival of spring, these 

topics will be developed in class this month:  

            ELA—Tapping the Power of Nonfiction—reading nonfiction 

Math— Working with decimals and fractions 

            Social Studies—Imperialism and World War 1 

            Science—Weather  

Information will be coming home soon regarding our field trip to Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning Center, 

April 3-5, 2023.  The cost will be $130.00, but we will be offering some fundraising opportunities.  If you are 

interested in chaperoning this trip, please contact Mrs. Rabe at charlenerabe@tomah.education 

or 608-374-7922. 
 

Leading the Pack!  (Team 7-1) Mr. Rushlow   

Social Studies: We are continuing our study of Asian culture, as well as our own culture, and starting to compare 

the two different cultures. 

Math:  We are starting unit 3 which is all about multiplying and dividing negative numbers. 

Science:  We are looking into genetics and investigating how unique we really are.  We will also be looking at 

Darwin and how he guided the initial idea of genetics. 

ELA:  Students are learning about different informational text structures. We will begin researching topics in 

preparation for our argumentative unit.    

 

The 7-2’ers (Team 7-2) Mr. Ewers   

We hope your child is having a great learning experience with us.  As teachers, we believe in providing hands-on, 

real-world learning opportunities for our students, which will stretch their mental and physical boundaries. We are 

confident that our teaching strategies and learning experiences will challenge and enrich your child's academic 

experience.     

Social Studies:  Students will be studying an Asian country and its culture in depth. The final result will be a research 

report on this country. The research will involve the physical geography of the country as well as the people and 

mailto:kimberlyharkner@tomah.education
mailto:charlenerabe@tomah.education


culture in that country. The final part of the report will be a detailed comparison between the culture of the Asian 

country to our culture here in Wisconsin. After the research report on Asia and cultural comparison is complete, we 

will explore economics and compare the Gross Domestic Products of various countries.   

Math 7: Students are finishing their work with adding and subtracting positive and negative decimals and 

fractions.  We will then begin developing strategies for multiplying and dividing positive and negative rational 

numbers. Both skills will be utilized as we continue into the school year.  

Math 8: Students have been developing their skills in solving multi-step equations. This work will lead into 

solving systems of equations and functions.  

Science:  Students will be exploring genetics and will understand how their DNA codes for their traits.  

Language Arts:  Students will be working on writing an argumentative essay providing a claim with quality 

evidence, and reasoning.  The students will be displaying their abilities to expand their writing abilities from the 

previous quarter.    

If you have any questions/concerns regarding your child’s progress, please schedule an appointment to meet 

with us.  We meet daily from 10:10-10:42am.  For an appointment, please contact Mr. Ewers at 374-7938.     

 

The Rockin’ Roosters (Team 8-1) Mrs. Hruska & The Survivors (Team 8-2) Mr. Rick 

 Middle school students can struggle with the idea that school is their “job”.  

This month we are looking at Career Readiness  

Independence – Employers often look for individuals who can initiate and complete tasks without constant 

monitoring or reminders.    

• Students should work on an assignment or task by themselves without interrupting others. Talking or 

socializing to the point of impacting job productivity can be costly. Students need to be reminded that it isn’t 

just their work that can be affected by non-stop chatter, but others can miss important information and find it 

difficult to think or complete work. Constant reminders from the teacher about what is expected should not be 

needed. If they are sick, we understand that the homework will be made up at a different time.  Our school 

policy is that they will be given the number of days gone, plus one, to make-up work that was missed.  

Speaking & Listening – Employers expect their workers to listen and then follow instructions for the required 

daily task. Students are asked to listen closely to instructions, so they know what is expected or required.   

• Please remind your child the importance of staying focused, on task, and listening to all of the instructions 

before turning to a classmate for clarification. Our students are encouraged to ask questions, to be effective 

communicators, and to work cooperatively.  Learning to ask for clarification is an important life skill, but one 

that should not be abused due to poor listening or lack of attention.  

Preparedness – Employees are expected to bring the tools of their trade to the workplace. Students also need to 

bring required materials to class every day.    

• This may be a good time to ask your child if they need any new supplies as we are halfway through the 

school year.    

Attendance – Employers can frown upon employees who miss too much work.  Work productivity is impacted 

when employees are absent.  Students who consistently attend school prepare for the future by building strong 

work habits.    

• Therefore, please encourage your child to make every effort to be present to ensure that vital information is 

not missed and to strengthen good work habits. Attendance teaches the skills of time management, 

responsibility, and dependability.  Also, we waste a lot of class time going over instructions multiple times.  

Ownership/Pride – Employers and employees both benefit from a job well done.  Job satisfaction comes from a 

sense of ownership and pride.   

• Please encourage your child to take ownership of their learning by completing their work with a sense of 

pride and accuracy.  Repetition can help one to process learning, but it is not always the most time effective 

method. It often takes less time to complete something correctly which allows for more time to expand and/or 

build upon a concept or process.  

Course topics for this month:  

ELA: Research skills and Essay writing  

Math: Solutions to systems of equations  

Social Studies: Investigating life during the Middle Ages while exploring major events such as the Crusades, the 

plague, and the Viking age.  

Science: During the month of February, we will be shifting gears to our “waves” (light and sound) unit.  

 



 

 

 

             Counselors’ Corner 
                 February 2023 

 

 
9th Grade Registration:   
During the last week of January, the school counselors from the high school met with the 8th 

graders about 9th grade registration.  There will be a meeting on Monday February 6, 2023, at 

6pm in the high school auditorium for 8th grade students and their parents to learn more about 9th 

grade registration.  The school counselors and staff from the high school will provide a 

presentation and be available to answer questions regarding registration and expectations at the 

high school.  A course offering sheet and course description booklet will be available and given 

out at the meeting.   

 

7th and 8th grade Registration:   
Information for 7th and 8th grade registration will be coming out soon.  

 

Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS):   
The YRBS is conducted as part of a national effort by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention to monitor health-risk behaviors of the nation’s middle and high school students. The 

YRBS collects important information about student behaviors and experiences anonymously and 

voluntarily.  Results from the YRBS can help in developing health programs and policies to keep 

youth safe.  Tomah Middle School students will be taking the YRBS which is set to be taken on 

February 21st.  Students will be given a form with more information about the YRBS that includes 

an opt out.  Be on the lookout for the form.   

 

National School Counseling Week: 
National School Counseling Week is February 6th-10th.  This week we bring awareness to the field 

of school counseling and advocate for our roles within our building.  As school counselors, we 

meet with students individually and small groups, as well as teach classroom lessons.  We help 

students develop social emotional skills, cope with life’s stressors, be successful academically, 

explore interests and talents that may lead them to a career someday, and much more.   

Students:  Please take a moment in the hallway or stop by the counseling office and give a word of 

thanks to your school counselors, Mrs. King and Mr. Vang.   

 

Second Step Lessons: 
Parents:  Please continue to ask your students what they are learning.  Second Step lessons are on 

Mondays during Timberwolf Time.    
 

    

 

 

 



 

FEBRUARY 2023 EVENTS   
Wednesday, February 1   Beginning Jazz Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Show Choir Rehearsal  3:25-4:45 p.m.   

      Student Council Meeting  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

 

Thursday, February 2    Advanced Jazz Band Saxophone Sectional Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Science Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      8th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. West Salem – TMS  4:15 p.m.  

      7th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. West Salem – La Grange  4:15 p.m.   

 

Friday, February 3    Team 6-1 to Ft. Mc Coy – Whitetail Ridge Ski Area   3:30-9:00 p.m.  

 

Monday, February 6    Art Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

Chess & Gaming Club – Non-Chess  3:30-4:30 p.m. – Chess 3:30-5:30 p.m.   

                      

Tuesday, February 7    6th grade to Viterbo University & High Roller Skating  

Advanced Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Science Olympiad  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      8th grade Girls’ Basketball @Westby High School   4:30 p.m.  

      7th grade Girls’ Basketball @Westby Elementary  4:30 p.m.  ‘ 

       Dismissal for both teams  2:55 p.m.   

 

Wednesday, February 8   Beginning Jazz Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Art Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      Show Choir Rehearsal  3:25-4:45 p.m.   

 

Thursday, February 9     Advanced Jazz Band Trumpet Sectional Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m. 

      Science Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      8th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. Holmen – TMS  4:30 p.m.  

      7th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. Holmen – La Grange  4:30 p.m.   

 

Friday, February 10    WEB Leaders meet in LMC during TWT 

 

Monday, February 13    No School – Collaboration Day/Training  

      Gymnastics @Marshfield High School  5:30 p.m.   

                           Bus leaves @3:45 p.m.   

Tuesday, February 14    HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!        

      Advanced Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m. 

      Science Olympiad  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      8th grade Girls’ Basketball @Aquinas High School  4:30 p.m.  

      7th grade Girls’ Basketball @Aquinas High School  5:30 p.m.  

       Dismissal 3:00 p.m.   

   

Wednesday, February 15   Beginning Jazz Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

8th grade WEB Leaders meet with 6th grade groups during TWT 

      Show Choir Rehearsal  3:25-4:45 p.m.   

 

Thursday, February 16   Advanced Jazz Band Low Brass Sectional Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Science Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      Student Council Meeting  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

      8th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. Logan – TMS  4:30 p.m.  

      7th grade Girls’ Basketball vs. Logan – La Grange  4:30  p.m.   



 

 

Friday, February 17 

 

Saturday, February 18    District Solo & Ensemble @Black River Falls – Selected participants  

 

Monday, February 20    Art Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

Chess & Gaming Club – Non-Chess  3:30-4:30 p.m. – Chess 3:30-5:30 p.m.   

 

Tuesday, February 21    Advanced Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m. 

      Science Olympiad  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

 

Wednesday, February 22   End of 4 ½ week classes  

      Beginning Jazz Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

      Show Choir Rehearsal  3:25-4:45 p.m.   

 

Thursday, February 23    Advanced Jazz Band Saxophone Sectional Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.   

Begin 4 ½ week classes   

Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:15-8:15 p.m.   

 

Friday, February 24    No School – Parent Teacher Conferences 8:00-11:30 a.m.  

                                                         Appointment Only  

 

Monday, February 27    Art Club  3:30-4:30 p.m.     

Chess & Gaming Club  3:30-5:30 p.m.   

 

Tuesday, February 28    Advanced Jazz Full Band Rehearsal  7:00-7:35 a.m.  

                 Science Olympiad  3:30-4:30 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

TMS Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences 
 

February 23, 2023   4:15-8:15pm 

     You can visit will all your child’s teachers in their classrooms in an open format.  In order that our teachers can 

meet with as many parents as possible, we ask that you please keep your meetings to 5-10 minutes.  Should you 

need additional time, please feel free to connect with your child’s teachers through email or phone, and they will 

schedule a time to meet with you and address your questions.  Please remember out conferences do not begin until 

4:15pm allowing our teachers to wrap up their day and prepare for conferences.   

 

February 24, 2023  8:00-11:30am 

     The conferences on this day are by appointment only, not in our open format.  Our teachers will be reaching out 

to specific parents based on the needs of each student to have conferences and assist as much as possible.   

 

 


