English Literature and Composition

2007 - 2008

Brief Description of Course

Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition Students write literary essays interpreting and analyzing author’s techniques in drama, poetry, and novels. Units include a survey of British and US authors plus one of classical Greek/Roman mythology. Students’ essays interpret authors’ language and literary techniques emphasizing imagery, mood, diction, tone, theme, syntax, and other stylistic devices. Students in this course study literary vocabulary compiled from assorted AP and other college prep lists and articulated by the 9-12 AP Vertical Team. Students expect to write an essay (formal or timed/handwritten) approximately every two weeks plus analyze a novel read outside of class time every three weeks.

Unit Information

Unit Name or Timeframe:

Literary Vocabulary (36 weeks, formal and informal application during units)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Our AP Vertical Team compiled handbooks which are available via the Tomah High School AP

English website. These handbooks contain definitions of approximately 125 words divided into

categories: Elements of Style, Elements of Diction, Kinds of Drama, Kinds of Poetry, Kinds of Prose, Elements of Schemes, Kinds of Tropes, Elements of Syntax, Elements of Other Literary Vocabulary, and Elements of Rhetoric.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

Students maintain a literary vocabulary binder grades 9-12 and master approximately 125 vocabulary words. Local AP teachers keep statistics on pre-tests and post-tests grades 9-12 to monitor and ensure both student and teacher accountability. Students are required to use a wide range of literary and sophisticated vocabulary appropriately and effectively both to interpret passages and to analyze an author’s techniques.

Unit Name or Timeframe:

Review grammar, structure, usage, agreement, and mechanics (36 weeks, formal and informal)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Students demonstrate knowledge of phrases, clauses, types of sentences (syntax), parallel structure, subject/verb agreement, pronoun usage and agreement, sentence combining and punctuation to eliminate wordiness and redundancies, plus appropriate use of subordination and coordination.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

Students study grammar, structure, and usage via formal textbook activities and student essays.

Textbook units include pre-tests, post-tests, exercises, and unit exams. Student essay errors determine use of daily oral grammar activities. Specifically, students will write an essay after reading The Taming of the Shrew during our British Renaissance unit. After reviewing the writing process, the students complete a rough draft analyzing Shakespeare’s attitude toward a character in the play and the techniques he uses to reveal it. During small group collaborations, the students will analyze their syntax. Such analysis requires knowledge of phrases, clauses and sentence combining skills. Students formally label their sentence beginnings (S+V, Mod+S+V, Phrase or Clause), types (Simple, Compound, Complex, Compound-Complex, Inverted), and lengths, verb choices. The students then revise and submit. Students should always have the opportunity to revise all formally graded essays because writing is a process and revising gives students ample opportunity to show their growth.

Unit Name or Timeframe:

Required Outside Reading (2 novels during the summer plus 36 weeks outside of class time)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Students are required to read and analyze two novels during the summer. During the year, students read and analyze both free-choice and required novels averaging one novel every three weeks. The reading list is on the Tomah High School AP English website. The AP teachers compiled this list from "classic or traditional" as well as contemporary titles using AP, college-bound and NCTE lists.

Included are Nobel and Pulitzer authors. AP teachers culled "simplistic, young-adult" titles after doing reading level analyses to create a list both engaging and challenging and not too elitist. Each title will include an annotated bibliography.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

Assessments include reading logs, journals, quizzes, exams, timed and formal essays analyzing structure, style, themes, social and historical values reflected and embodied in the literature. Students write analytical and argumentative essays in which they draw upon textual details to make and explain judgements about a work’s artistry and quality and its social and cultural values. Available on the Tomah High School AP English website are sample logs/journals, essays and downloadable forms.

The first formal essay for the AP English Literature class requires that students address the following: author’s background, novel’s historical era/genre, plot, characters (author’s techniques to develop), dialogue (what/how it reveals), setting, conflict and its resolution into theme, author’s purpose, mood/tone and imagery/diction used to create/convey, other literary devices, subject’s application to today and opinion about novel. Subsequent book analyses can be about parts of this list, can be oral, video or Power Point, etc.

Unit Name or Timeframe:

Anglo-Saxon Era (3 weeks)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Students read Anglo-Saxon cultural history (pagan and Christian elements), poetry, and excerpts from Beowulf.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

Unit exam and essay about Anglo-Saxon heroic elements and culture. Essays emphasize logical

organization, specific techniques to increase coherence plus vary word choices and sentence

beginnings, kinds and lengths as well as eliminating wordiness and redundancies. Specifically, the unit essay requires students to discuss the qualities of the Anglo-Saxon hero. Some students choose to analyze the elements of Christianity found within the pagan epic Beowulf. Some argue or qualify to role of woman in Anglo-Saxon culture. Students write, revise, edit and submit a formal essay after a review of organizational skills (thesis statement, transitions, conclusion), of varied support (summary, paraphrase, regular/block quotations), of MLA formatting, of their own syntax and diction. Students will collaborate via small group as they revise/edit. As part of assessment for each unit, students will write a multiple-choice analysis of a prose and poetry passage taken from Allan Casson’s English Literature and Composition. I try to find passages from each era studied, if possible. If not, passages are usually from British and US Renaissance, 17th-18th century and Victorian eras. To be non-stressful, these portions are not formally graded. However, students record their scores and average them with their graded timed essays to determine an accurate AP score (scale of 1-5). The class teaches the students how to analyze the level (scale of 1-9) of their essays and then convert the score to the 1-5 scale. When it’s time to decide whether or not to take the AP Literature exam, students self-select with confidence.

Unit Name or Timeframe:

Medieval Era (3 weeks)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Students read Medieval cultural history, poetry, drama, and excerpts from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

After taking a unit exam, students write a timed, hand-written essay. Specifically, for the Chaucer essay, the students analyze how Chaucer conveys his attitude toward one of the pilgrims in his

 "Prologue." Students will also answer multiple-choice questions about a prose and poetry passage taken from Allan Casson’s English Literature and Composition. This part of the test never counts as a formal grade. Again, students maintain a record of their results to determine whether or not they want to take the AP English Literature exam in May.

Unit Name or Timeframe:

Renaissance Era (5 weeks)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Students read Renaissance cultural history, and genres of poetry (specifically sonnets), and drama. The play they read is either The Taming of the Shrew or Othello, or if time, both.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

After the unit exam, students write a timed, informal essay analyzing author’s use of imagery, diction, and other literary elements to create mood and convey tone. Specifically, during this unit students react to Shakespeare’s humorous yet loving description of his mistress in Sonnet 130. Students will also answer multiple-choice questions about a prose and poetry passage taken from Allan Casson’s English Literature and Composition. This part of the test never counts as a formal grade. However, students maintain a record of their results to determine whether or not they want to take the AP English Literature exam in May.

Unit Name or Timeframe:

Romantic Era (6 weeks)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Students read British Romantic cultural history, genres of poetry, and prose. Students also read New England Renaissance cultural history, genres of poetry, and prose. Students can opt to read, among others, Bronte’s Wuthering Heights, or Bronte’s Jane Eyre during this unit’s required outside reading.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

After taking the unit exam, students write informal timed essays analyzing author’s use of imagery, diction, syntax, and other literary elements to create mood and convey tone. Specifically, in one informal essay, students will share their opinions about Dickinson’s poem "the last day that she lived."

They will analyze her use of syntax to convey both physical and emotional movement/change within the work. Students will also answer multiple-choice questions about a prose and poetry passage taken from Allan Casson’s English Literature and Composition. This part of the test never counts as a formal grade. However, students maintain a record of their results to determine whether or not they want to take the AP English Literature exam in May.

Unit Name or Timeframe:

British Victorian Era and US Slavery, Civil War, and Frontier Era (6 weeks)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Students read British Victorian Era and US Slavery, Civil War, and Frontier Era cultural history, genres of poetry, prose, and drama. They can opt to read Clemens’ The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, among other choices, during this unit for their required outside reading.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

After taking the unit exam, students write a timed informal essay analyzing author’s use of imagery, diction, syntax, and other literary elements to create mood and convey tone. Specifically, after reading Heart of Darkness by Conrad as a free-choice novel, students discuss whether or not Conrad shows racist attitudes toward the native populations of the former Belgian Congo. Included in the essay is analysis of the literary devices (imagery, etc.) used to convey the attitude and their effect on the reader’s emotions. Another free-choice novel within this unit is either Kingsolver’s Poisonwood Bible or Achebe’s Things Fall Apart. The essay for these works will ask the same questions as those asked of Heart of Darkness: what is the author’s attitude toward the indigenous people and how is it conveyed and what is its effect? Students will also answer multiple-choice questions about a prose and poetry passage taken from Allan Casson’s English Literature and Composition. This part of the test never counts as a formal grade. However, students maintain a record of their results to determine whether or not they want to take the AP English Literature exam in May.

Unit Name or Timeframe:

Modern and Contemporary British and US Poetry, Fiction, and Drama (3 weeks) and The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Students read Modern and Contemporary British and US genres of poetry, prose, and drama. Students also are required to read and analyze F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby outside of class. Later, they have free choice during the year to read Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

After completing unit the unit exam, students write a timed essay analyzing author’s use of imagery, diction, syntax, and other literary elements to create mood and convey tone. Included is a review of use of explicit and implicit detail ranging from general to specific. Specifically, how does TS Eliot explicitly and implicitly depict J. Alfred Prufrock’s character? Will Prufrock ever dare to disturb the universe? What is revealed about Prufrock and about modern man in Eliot’s description? Or, they may analyze Nick Carraway’s role as observer and confidante in The Great Gatsby, by Fitzgerald. Or, they may analyze Steinbeck’s use of intercalary chapters to promote social change. Students will also answer multiple-choice questions about a prose and poetry passage taken from Allan Casson’s English Literature and Composition. This part of the test never counts as a formal grade. However, students maintain a record of their results to determine whether or not they want to take the AP English Literature exam in May.

Unit Name or Timeframe:

Rhetoric (4 weeks)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Students formally study elements of rhetoric (ethos, pathos, and logos, audience, purpose, etc.)

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

Students write a formal, MLA formatted, persuasive research paper on a subject of their choice synthesizing primary and secondary sources into their original arguments. As part of the unit exam, students will also answer multiple-choice questions about a prose and poetry passage taken from Allan Casson’s English Literature and Composition. This part of the test never counts as a formal grade. However, students maintain a record of their results to determine whether or not they want to take the AP English Literature exam in May.

Unit Name or Timeframe:

The Odyssey and Greek/Roman Culture (5 weeks)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Students read Homer’s The Odyssey and complete enrichment exercises where they learn about the Greek/Roman gods/goddesses, heroes/heroines and monsters, classical vocabulary and etymology, origin stories (planets, moons, constellations, zodiac, months) and study some classical art.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

Students read and discuss all XXIV books of the Odyssey. They complete daily discussion questions. Quizzes divide the epic into Telemachos’ quest, Odysseus’ mis-adventures, and Odysseus’ defeat of the suitors. The unit exam tests comprehension and recall of the entire epic as well as all of the enrichment studies. This unit is to help students recognize classical allusions in other pieces of literature. Specifically, one enrichment activity has the students take a classroom "Walk Through Hades." Along the way students pass through various sections (a desk could be Tartarus, the blackboard is Erebus, a row of tables is the River Styx, a picture of the teacher is a Gorgon, etc.--try to have some fun), and students meet individuals during the walk. The student who is Tantalus, for example, explains reasons he is in Hades, what he is doing, and how he must forever thirst and hunger--hence the word tantalize. This is just one of different enrichment activities that can be done during this mythology unit.

Textbooks

Title:Warriner’s English Grammar and Composition

Publisher: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich

Published Date: 1986

Author: John Warriner

Description: Fifth Course Grammar and Composition anthology
Title: Cliffs AP English Language and Composition

Publisher: Cliffs Notes

Published Date: 02 January, 2001

Author: Barbara V. Swovelin

Description: AP level test prep handbook containing six exams with author-analyzed multiple choice questions and critiqued essays
Title: Literature and Language Arts: The British Tradition
Publisher: Emc Pub

Published Date: January, 1996

Author: Emc

Description: British Literature Anthology
Title: English Literature and Composition (Cliffs AP)

Publisher: Cliffs Notes

Published Date: 29 December, 2000

Author: Allan Casson

Description: AP level test prep handbook containing six exams with author-analyzed multiple choice questions and critiqued essays
Title: Literature and the Language Arts The American Tradition
Publisher: EMC Paradigm

Published Date: 1996

Author: Applebee

Description: US Literature Anthology
Title: Writing Research Papers: A Complete Guide (perfect

Publisher: Longman

Published Date: 27 January, 2004

Author: James D. Lester

Description: Research writing handbook with APA, MLA and Chicago Style formatting
Title: The Odyssey

Publisher: Signet

Published Date: 1937 (first date)

Author: Homer

Description: epic
Title: The Great Gatsby

Publisher: Scribner

Published Date: 1925 (first date)

Author: F. Scott Fitzgerald

Description: novel
Title: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Publisher: Bantam Books

Published Date: 1986

Author: Mark Twain

Second Author: (Clemens)

Description: Novel
Title: The Grapes of Wrath

Publisher: Penguin Books

Published Date: 1967

Author: John Steinbeck

Description: Novel
Other Course Materials

Material Type: Audiovisual Materials

Description: Clearvue/eav Audio-visual History of American Literature Parts I and II copyright 1985
Material Type: Audiovisual Materials

Description: Clearvue/eav The Audio-visual History of English Literature Parts I and II copyright 1987
Websites

URL:http://domos014/schools/ths/Student%20Links/AP%20E

Description:

Our Advanced Placement Vertical Team created this AP website that provides links to summer

reading lists, samples of journals and logs, models of essays, and blank forms for grades 9-12 for

download. This site also includes explanation of College Board, description of our AP English

Literature and Composition class and our AP English Language and Composition class, plus Pre-AP I and II enrollment criteria, sample AP tests from the College Board site, a handbook of literary terms which we compiled, and other AP English curriculum information.

URL:AP Central, College Board website

Description: I use model essays, critiques, etc. from this site.
