	AP English Language and Composition
	



Course Long Plan 

Brief Description of Course

AP English Language and Composition students continue to critique both fiction and nonfiction plus complete a rhetoric (logic) unit which includes a research paper written in APA format. Students' essays interpret authors' language and use of literary or rhetorical techniques. Students in this course continue to study literary vocabulary applied through the fiction and/or nonfiction. This course is one semester long but also requires summer reading and analysis of two novels. In addition, students read and write about several free-choice novels outside of class during the semester.

Unit Information

Unit Name or Timeframe:
Literary Vocabulary

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Elements of style, elements of diction, kinds of drama, kinds of poetry, kinds of prose, elements of schemes, kinds of tropes, elements of syntax, elements of other literary and rhetorical devices.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Students maintain a literary vocabulary binder grades 9-12 and master approximately 125 vocabulary words. We keep statistics on pre-tests and post-tests grades 9-12. Emphasis is placed on a wide range of vocabulary that is used both appropriately and effectively.

Unit Name or Timeframe:
Review grammar, structure, usage, agreement, and mechanics

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Phrases, clauses, kinds and types of sentences, parallel structure, subject/verb agreement, pronoun/usage agreement, commas, semi-colons, colons, and other punctuation, approriate use of subordination and coordination.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Study grammar, structure and usage using formal textbook activities and student essays. Units include pre-tests, post-tests, and unit exams

Unit Name or Timeframe:
Outside Reading

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Students are required to read and analyze two novels during the summer. During the course students read and analyze an average of one novel every three weeks.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Assessments include reading journals, quizzes, exams, timed and formal essays analyzing structure, style, and themes, social and historical values reflected and embodied in the literature. Students write analytical and argumentative essays in which students draw upon textual details to make and explain judgements about a works' artistry and quality and its social and cultural values.

Unit Name or Timeframe:
Review Elements of Fiction and Poetry

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Students review plot, character, theme, point of view, symbol, allegory, fantasy, humor, and irony via short stories. Students also review denotation and connotation, imagery, figurative language, allusion, tone, musical devices, rhythm and meter, sound and meaning, and pattern.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Pre-tests, post-tests, unit exam, plus formal and timed essays reacting to various short stories and poetry.Review the writing process and proceed through several stages or drafts with revision aided by teacher and peers. Assessment emphasizes that students understand how various effects are achieved by writers' linguistic and rhetorical choices.

Unit Name or Timeframe:
Review Elements of Novellas

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Students review plot, character, theme, point of view, symbol, allegory, fantasy, humor, and irony via one novella. Students also review denotation and connotation, imagery, figurative language, allusion, and tone.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Unit exam and formal essay reacting to novella.Essays review an appropriate and effective vocabulary, and logical organizationenhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence (repetition, transitions, etc....) Essays also practice a balance of generalization and specific and illustrative detail.

Unit Name or Timeframe:
Review of Drama

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Students review plot, character, theme, point of view, symbol, allegory, fantasy, humor, and irony via several plays. Students also review denotation and connotation, imagery, figurative language, allusion, and tone.Students cover the nature of drama, realistic and nonrealistic drama, tragedy and comedy, both classic and modern. 

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Unit exam and formal and timed essays reacting to plays. Essays review an appropriate and effective vocabulary, and logical organization enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence (repetition, transitions, etc....) Essays also practice a balance of generalization and specific and illustrative detail. Students react in several forms including collaborative writing, in class responses, and journaling designed to help them to become increasingly aware of themselves as writers and of the techniques employed by the writers they read.

Unit Name or Timeframe:
17th Century British Literature and US Colonial Literature

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Students read 17th century British and US colonial cultural history and genres of nonfiction.These include essays, journalism, political writing, science writing, nature writing, excerpts of autobiography/biography, diaries, histories, and criticism that are selected to give students opportunities to identify and explain an author's use of rhetorical strategies and techniques.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Unit exam and timed and formal essays in several forms (narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative) about a variety of subjects

Unit Name or Timeframe:
British Restoration, Age of Reason Era, and US Revolution Era

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Students read British Restoration, Age of Reason Era, and US Revolution Era cultural history and genres of nonfiction.These include essays, journalism, political writing, science writing, nature writing, excerpts of autobiography/biography, diaries, histories, and criticism that are selected to give students opportunities to identify and explain an author's use of rhetorical strategies and techniques.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Unit exam and timed and formal essays in several forms (narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative) about a variety of subjects

Unit Name or Timeframe:
British Romantic Era Nonfiction and US New England Renaissance Nonfiction

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Students read British Romantic Era Nonfiction and US New England Renaissance Nonfiction cultural history and genres of nonfiction.These include essays, journalism, political writing, science writing, nature writing, excerpts of autobiography/biography, diaries, histories, and criticism that are selected to give students opportunities to identify and explain an author's use of rhetorical strategies and techniques.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Unit exam and timed and formal essays in several forms (narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative) about a variety of subjects. Essays practice effective use of rhetoric including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis on diction and sentence structure.

Unit Name or Timeframe:
British Victorian Nonfiction and US SLavery, Civil War, and Frontier Era Nonfiction

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Students read British Victorian Nonfiction and US SLavery, Civil War, and Frontier Era Nonfiction cultural history and genres of nonfiction.These include essays, journalism, political writing, science writing, nature writing, excerpts of autobiography/biography, diaries, histories, and criticism that are selected to give students opportunities to identify and explain an author's use of rhetorical strategies and techniques.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Unit exam and timed and formal essays in several forms (narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative) about a variety of subjects.

Unit Name or Timeframe:
Modern and Contemporary British and US Nonfiction

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Students read Modern and Contemporary British and US Nonfiction cultural history and genres of nonfiction.These include essays, journalism, political writing, science writing, nature writing, excerpts of autobiography/biography, diaries, histories, and criticism that are selected to give students opportunities to identify and explain an author's use of rhetorical strategies and techniques.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Unit exam and timed and formal essays in several forms (narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative) about a variety of subjects.

Unit Name or Timeframe:
Rhetoric

Content and/or Skills Taught:
Emphasizes elements of rhetoric (ethos, pathos, logos, purpose, audience, etc....)Study includes analysis of how graphics and visual images realte to written texts, and serve as alternative forms of text themselves. Unit teaches research skills including the ability to evaluate, use, and cite primary and secondary sources. The research argument paper goes beyond the parameters of traditional research by requiring students to present an argument of their own with the analysis and synthesis of ideas from an array of sources. Students will cite sources using an APA format.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:
Formal research paper using APA format. 

Alternate Approaches

Textbooks/Course Materials 

Textbooks

Author:Casson, Allan
Title:English Literature and Composition (Cliffs AP)
Publisher:Cliffs Notes
Published Date:29 December, 2000
Description:test prep handbook

Author:Warriner, John
Title:Warriner's English Grammar and Composition
Publisher:Harcourt Brace Jovanovich Publishers
Published Date:1986
Description:grammar anthology

Author:Cohen, Samuel
Title:50 Essays a Portable Anthology
Publisher:Bedford/St Martin's Publisher
Published Date:2004
Description:Nonfiction antholgy

Author:Swovelin, Barbara
Title:English Language and Composition 2nd Edition
Publisher:Wiley Publishing, Inc
Published Date:2001
Description:test prep handbook

Author:Arp, Thomas
Second Author: Johnson, Greg
Title:Perrine's Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense
Publisher:Thomson Wadsworth 
Published Date:2006
Description:Anthology of poetry, short stories, dramas, and novellas

Author:Lester, James
Second Author:Lester, Jr, James
Title:Writing Research Papers
Publisher:Pearson Longman
Published Date:2005
Description:Research paper handbook

Author:Homer
Title:The Iliad
Publisher:A Signet Classic
Published Date:1966
Description:epic

Author:Achebe, Chinua
Title:Things Fall Apart
Publisher:Anchor Books
Published Date:1994
Description:novel

Other Course Materials

Websites

URL:http://domos014/schools/ths/Student%20Links/AP%20E
Description:AP website that provides links to summer reading lists, samples of journal entries and logs, samples of essays, and blank forms for grades 9-12 for download. Also included are explanation of College Board, description of AP English Literature and AP Language, enrollment criteria, sample tests, AP English curriculum and handbook of literary terms.

